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● The Meeting was attended by representatives from the 

Contracting Parties Estonia, Finland, Germany, Poland and 

Sweden, as well as the Observer organization European 

Community Shipowners' Associations (ECSA); 

● The Meeting took note of the current status of the HELCOM 

SUBMERGED Assessment draft chapter on wrecks 

(document 2-3). 

● The Meeting took note presentations by Jorma Rytkönen, 

Benedikt Hac,  

● The Meeting noted that Estonia is planning to analyse the 

existing national wreck registers, 

● The Meeting requested that the Baltic Sea countries should, 

as part of the SUBMERGED Assessment chapter, clearly 

identify the responsibilities of national authorities 

responsible in initiating and planning pro-active measures to 

avoid pollution from wrecks…… 
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Outcome of the SUBMERGED 4,  

Tallinn 12-14 April 2016 



● The Meeting considered, commented and agreed on a 

revised version of the chapter on wrecks based on 

plenary work and the drafting group outcome (c.f. para 2.6) 

as included in Annex 5. 

● The Meeting recalled the decision to create a joint dataset 

on wrecks in the Baltic Sea and requested the HELCOM 

Contracting Parties to submit GIS data on hazardous wreck 

positions to Sweden (gunnar.moller@mil.se) as soon as 

possible, and if possible, with details on what is dangerous 

with the wrecks included in the dataset. 

● The Meeting agreed that Sweden in co-operation with the 

Secretariat will circulate a template for this wreck data with 

the needed level of details. 
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Outcome of the SUBMERGED 4,  

Tallinn 12-14 April 2016 



● 3. Wrecks 

● (Lead: Finland) 

● 3.1 Geographical distribution 

● 3.2.Environmental issues 

● 3.3 Risk assessment 

● 3.4 Remediation/Salvage measures 

 

 

● Annex 5 Status of the SUBMERGED Assessment 
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Outcome of the SUBMERGED 4,  

Tallinn 12-14 April 2016 
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Activities /Finland: 

I/ Wrecks with oil have been identified. 

Note !! 
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Activities /Finland: 

I/ Wrecks with oil have been identified. 

H – coal 

R – Heavy fuel oil 

Ö – oil 

L – dangerous Goods 
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Activities /Finland: 

II/ Wrecks with heavy fuel oil & dangerous 

goods have been identified. 

68 wrecks ! 



● www.hylyt.net  is in connection 

of the Finnish Divers 

Federation’s home page 

https://www.sukeltaja.fi/content

/50076/en/20/12794/Frontpage

.html 

● New portal will be launched to 

give instructions for 

recereational divers to infoirm 

any pollution/leakage omboard 

a wreck 

● Discussions /arrangements is 

going on to have ”Ghost Nets” 

in the same side, to be 

announced to SYKE 
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Activities /Finland: 

III/ SYKE’s wreck register will be linked 

/added to www.hylyt.net register 

Pic: Jouni Polkko 

http://www.hylyt.net/
https://www.sukeltaja.fi/content/50076/en/20/12794/Frontpage.html
https://www.sukeltaja.fi/content/50076/en/20/12794/Frontpage.html
https://www.sukeltaja.fi/content/50076/en/20/12794/Frontpage.html
https://www.sukeltaja.fi/content/50076/en/20/12794/Frontpage.html
https://www.sukeltaja.fi/content/50076/en/20/12794/Frontpage.html
http://www.hylyt.net/


● Finnish Navy removed 

and deactivated ammo 

from old German 

minesweeper M-415  in 

2.-15.5.2016. 22 depth 

charges and more than 

1000 canon shells were 

removed and destroyed. 

The wreck, N 59̊ 53’ 

52,40’’ E 024̊ 20’ 29,40, 

is now free zone for 

diving again. 

10 

Activities /Finland: 

IV/ Wreck visits conducted 

Pics: Finnish Navy 



● SYKE and Finnish 

Frontier Guard 

conducted a diving 

mission in May 24.-26 for 

Z36. 

● Samples were taken and 

a lot of video footage 
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Activities /Finland: 

IV/ Wreck visits conducted 

Pics: J. Rytkönen 



● Surveillance mission 

● Test TURVA’s diving systems 

● Map the wreck 

● Map the munitions onboard 

● Map all dangerous objects preventing the diving operations 

● Sampling 

○ Sampling / DAIMON project 

○ Sampling to define any hydrocarbon leakages 

○ Lignine oil >< PAH’s problem ? 

● Take oil samples through the hull 

● Evaluate the corrosion rate. 
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Z36 Goals 



● Finnish Frontier Guard 

visited old Russian 

destroyer 21 

September 

● 59 deg.47.756' N 

● 024 deg. 21.287'E 

● Water depth is in the 

deck level close to 50 

m – max water depth is 

60 m 

● Observations indicate 

oil leakage from the 

base of the tower 
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Activities /Finland: 

IV/ Wreck visits conducted 



● Contacs have been made 

to define Russian wrecks 

in the Gulf of Finland 

area. 

● Mr. Andrei Lukoshov 

has been met in the 

frames of sea 

archeological co-operative 

proposal to study old 

battle fields in the Vyborg 

Bay and Kotka. 

● Part  of the proposed 

study is to map the 

existing archeological and 

modern  wrecks 
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Activities /Finland: 

VI / Russian links 



● The proposed project deals with relevant European Union 

legislation and member state legislation, policies, egulations and 

best practices dealing with wrecks. The term “wreck” has been 

defined transparently in the Nairobi International Convention on 

the Removal of Wrecks, 2007. 

● Analysis (prior 11/2016): Norway, Finland, Germany, Denmark, 

Spain 

● Question: How has these countries dealt with wrecks? 

● The question will be answered by verifying; 

○ • Legislative definition of wrecks; 

○ • Environmental impacts of wrecks; 

○ • Surveys and inventories (if any); 

○ National liability regimes; 

○ • Roles and responsibilities of legislative authorities; 

○ • National end-of-life management considerations; 

○ • Funding for removal of wrecks 

● Principal scientists are from WMU, World Maritime University, Sweden.  

Mr. Tafsir Johansson; E-mail: tm@wmu.se   
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Activities VII/Sweden; WRENE – WMU - To 

Research on Wreck Responsibilities in 

Northern Europe 

mailto:tm@wmu.se


● From a cultural heritage management point of view, the delimitation 

of different maritime zones, which determine the level of protection 

underwater cultural heritage is entitled to receive, makes little sense. 

The provisions of the LOSC (the 1982 United Nations Convention on 

the Law of the Sea )are far from complete, and pose serious 

problems to coastal States and flag States alike who wish to protect 

sunken warships and other forms of underwater cultural heritage. 

While the issues regarding the protection of underwater cultural 

heritage have been addressed in the 2001 UNESCO Convention on 

the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage (CPUCH), only 

one Baltic State has that Convention.  

● Furthermore, CPUCH only covers shipwrecks that were sunk over 

100 years ago, thus presently excluding the last shipwrecks from 

World War I (1914–1918) and all shipwrecks from World War II 

(1939–1945). 
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Activities VIII/Finland: The Implications of 

Modern Law of the Sea on 

the Protection of Sunken Warships in the Gulf of 

Finland by Mr. Ville Peltokorpi 2016 



● For as long the CPUCH does not receive wider acceptance, and 

the questions deal with shipwrecks from World War II, coastal 

States are left with the provisions of the LOSC and individual 

State practice.  

● Although the Convention does not offer any applicable 

framework for the protection of sunken warships or underwater 

cultural heritage, coastal States in the Baltic Sea have multiple 

options to consider. 
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Activities VIII/Finland: The Implications of 

Modern Law of the Sea on 

the Protection of Sunken Warships in the Gulf of 

Finland by Mr. Ville Peltokorpi 2016 
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Activities VIII/Finland: The Implications of 

Modern Law of the Sea on 

the Protection of Sunken Warships in the Gulf of 

Finland by Mr. Ville Peltokorpi 2016 
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Activities VIII/Finland: The Implications of 

Modern Law of the Sea on 

the Protection of Sunken Warships in the Gulf of 

Finland by Mr. Ville Peltokorpi 2016 



● Joint classification system for wrecks for GIS: 240 plus 

 

● Hot spots only – referr Swedish register – 31 hot spots 

 

● Finland 24 (around) 

● Estonia  - 28 around 

 

● Poland – 26 + 

● Denmark – need to be digged out 

● Lithuania and Latvia – need to be digged out 

● Russia – hard banana 

● Germany – 850 total (WW2) plus others = thousand plus 

plus 
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Drafting Group /Wrecks – 4.10.2016 



● Prepare list of hot spots in the format suitable for Gunnar (?) 

● Minimum data ?? Coordinates, ship data/oil data 

● NOOA’s ranking ?? Easy to make verification ? 

● Additional data can be added in GIS form later 

● Hot Spots can be changed later 
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How to do this ? 



● Introduction – need for national input – brief description – 

maybe the solution is to write doen some text and to 

circulate it among national specialists 

 

22 

Next Steps for the WRECK Chapter 



Broken magnetic 
mine found close 
to Z36. Pic: 
jorma.rytkönen 
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More Information 

 

jorma.rytkonen@ymparisto.fi 
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